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E.O. 11652: ,/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PLOS, PINT, TU 

SUB J : ECEVIT CRITICIZES DEMIREL GOVERNMENT AEGEAN AND NATURAL 
RESOURCE POLICIES 

1 . REPUBLICAL PEOPLE'S PARTY (RPP)CHAIRMAN ECEVIT, 

SPEAKING FEBRUARY 23 AT A CONFERENCE SPONSORED BY THE TURKISH 
GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, CRITICIZED THE DEMIREL GOVERNMENT FOR NOT 
DEMONSTRATING "TRUE NATIONALISM" IN THE DEFENSE OF TURKISH 
RIGHTS IN THE AEGEAN AND IN THE EXPLOITATION OF TURKEY'S 
NATURAL RESOURCES. 
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2. CONCERNING THE AEGEAN, HE CONTRASTED HIS RECORD AS 
PRIME MINISTER WITH THAT OF DEMIREL. THE ECEVIT GOVERNMENT 
INITIATED EXPLORATION OF TURKEY'S AEGEAN CONTINENTAL SHELF, 

TO WHICH HE ASSERTED, "TURKEY'S RIGHT IS SO CLEAR AND DEFINITE 
THAT WHEN WE SENT OUR SHIPS FOR EXPLORATION, NO ONE HAD THE 
AUDACITY TO PREVENT US." UNDER THE DEMIREL GOVERNMENT, 

"WE HAVE ABANDONED FOR OVER ONE YEAR THE PURSUIT OF OUR 
RIGHTS IN THE AEGEAN, EXPLORATION AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
HAS STOPPED AND IN THE MEANTIME THE BALANCE OF POWER DAILY 
CHANGES AGAINST US. IT IS OBVIOUS THAT ONE WHO NEGLECTS 
OUR NATIONAL RIGHTS IN THE AEGEAN TO SUCH AN EXTENT CANNOT 
BE A NATIONALIST." 

3. ECEVIT ALSO CHARGED THAT THE DEMIREL GOVERNMENT ALSO DID 
NOT MEET THE STANDARDS OF "TRUE NATIONALISM" SINCE IT FAILED 

TO DEVELOP THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE COUNTRY TO STRENGTHEN 
NATIONAL INTERESTS AND SOVEREIGNTY. PARTICULARLY WATER 
POWER AND COAL RESOURCES HAD NOT BEEN DEVELOPED WHILE TURKEY S 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE RESERVES WERE BEING DEPLETED BY THE IMPORTATION 
OF PETROLEUM FOR ENERTY PRODUCTION. CONSEQUENTLY, THE GOVERNMENT 
HAD TO "RUN' AFTER FOREIGN LOANS AND CREDITS WHICH WERE 
GRANTED ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF "MORTGAGING'TURKEY'S 
NATURAL RESOURCES. ECEVIT CITED A 1913 REPORT OF THEN 
AMBASSADOR MORGENTHAU WHICH ALLEGEDLY STATED THAT, "THE AIM 
OF THE BIG POWERS IN THE PROMISE OF MORAL AND ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE TO IMPROVE TURKEY'S FINANCIAL SITUATION AND 
ADMINISTRATION IS TO MORTGATE TURKEY'S EXCEEDINGLY VALUABLE 
UNDERGROUND RESOURCES AND PUT THEM UNDER INTERNATIONAL 
CONTROL." THE REPORT, HE SAID, ARGUED THAT THE USG SHOULD 
BEGIN TO MAKE SIMILAR ARRANGEMENTS. ECEVIT ASSERTED THAT, 

"THE MORE WE NEED FOREIGN AID, THE STRONGER WILL BE THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN TO MORTGAGE OUR NATURAL RESOURCES" 
AND SUGGESTED THE BC PROJECT LOANS HAD THIS DANGER. "I WOULD 
LIKE TO POINT OUT," ECEVIT SAID, "THAT ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE 
IS THE MAIN FACTOR IN NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE IN OUR TIME." 

4. COMMENT: ECEVIT'S CRITICISMS ARE CONSISTENT WITH POSITIONS 
HE HAS TAKEN IN THE PAST AND THAT RPP SPOKESMEN HAVE 

USED DURING THE CURRENT BUDGET DEBATES. ALTHOUGH ECEVIT DID 
NOT MENTION THE TURKISH AIR AND NAVAL MANEUVERS IN THE AEGEAN 
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SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 25-26, HIS COMMENTS IN EFFECT PUT THE 
GOVERNMENT ON NOTICE THAT ANY FAILURE TO FULLY DEFEND 
TURKISH RIGHTS WILL DEMONSTRATE ITS LACK OF "TRUE NATIONALISM." 
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